NAME AND FAME

Kancheepuram, Amaravathi, Nalanda, Ujjain and
Nawadweepa had been famous seats of ancient higher learning
for a long time. The first four had become extinct long ago
but Nawadweepa adhered to impart traditional learning and
hold examinations. Every year students and pandits from all
over the country used to go to the Nawadweepa University to
be examined and honoured with appropriate titles by a special
committee of savants. The hall where this annual function
was held was called ^Harisabha9 The titles conferred by this
Harisabha were held in high esteem all over the country. A
sub-committee used to select entrants to the examination. It
was no easy task to get through this entrance examination.
The subsequent examination in the Harisabha was eqally
trying. Hence the value those titles claimed and the high
esteem in which the title-holders were held from Kanyakumari
to Kashmir. Ganapati arrived at Nawadweepa seeking such
a distinction. That year the secretary of the entrace
examination sub-committee was Sitikantha Vachaspati, a
person ofversaatile literary talents.

Hundreds of pandits and students arrived at
Nawadweepa. There were numerous visitors also. Ganapati
wanted to contact Sitikantha Vaachaspati but it was no easy
task. The only person of any consequence that offered to
help Ganapati was Gulabignya, a pandit from Mithila. He
ruled out the possibility of meeting Sitikantha Vachaspati that
night but accommodated Ganapati and his two friends in his
own camp temporarily. A conversation with Ganapati that
night convinced Gulabignya that this young man was fit for
entrance to the Harisabha. Moreover the letter from Pandit
Sivakumar strengthened him in that belief. In that letter
Sivakumar had likened Ganapati*s literary process to the
valour of Hanuman as described by Valmiki.* (Devaasura
samekesu bahuso drusta vikramah). Sitikantha Vacaspati on
learning about Ganapati's talents accepted him as his guest

and provided him with all facilities.
29